
A Winter’s Day on the Waters of Lake Weir 

New Year’s day 2022 was a perfect winter day in Florida. The sun was shining, the sky was blue and the wind 
and air temperature were just right for a day on the water. Bobbie and I launched our boat at Carney Island and 
cruised over to Sunset Harbor. There we found 6 club boats, and everyone seemed to be enjoying the day as 
much as we were. When we loaded the boat I had to step in the water to aIach the winch strap. I had 
forgoIen how cold the water can get in our area. It reminded me of two winterJme capsizing events that had 
favorable outcomes. The first was a duck hunJng accident with my brother when we were teenagers. We were 
lucky that day because a lady in a house nearby heard our shouts and was able to contact a neighbor who 
found our hunJng companions on shore and they rescued us. The second Jme happened in the late nineJes in 
Sunset Harbor. Bobbie and I were sailing our 17’ O’Day daysailer in December and got blown over by a large 
gust. Even dressed for cold weather and wearing life jackets the temperature was a shock to our bodies. We 
were fortunate that day in that former members Mike and Barbara Sherlock were nearby and came to our aid. 
BenneI Yell, another former member came with his power boat and towed the boat to Lemon Point where we 
were able to right it and bail it out.  

My reason for wriJng this is to remind everyone that things happen even when we are having fun. What 
happens if you injure yourself or fall out of the boat? Are you alone? Does anyone know where you are? Does 
your crew know how to sail your boat? Do you have a plan?  

Safe boaJng. Mark Ciraco     
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