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Oh, if you need a friend
I'm sailing right behind
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will ease your mind

MARCH / NEWSLETTER

Rum Race #1 Feb. 16, 2020 … Photo by Mark Ciraco

Ahoy, my hearties! What price, o replete happiness? O communion with myriad earthen
plein air elements ... O fl ush of desire for command of purpose victorious ... O serenity in
dearest friend ... O pure joy such as of a child in frolic with puppy ... O, what price?!
Well, only 10 bucks more than last year, a bargain indeed! We hope you shall agree, as
after much investigation, candlelit research, pencil-snapping, straw-polling, importuned
consultations, testy deliberations, tempestuous brainstorms, politicking and potlicking,
bickering and bartering, browbeating and arm-twisting, compromise, reconciliations,
froth-muggery and meerschaum-puffery, and so forth and so on, the OSC governance
did reluctantly resolve to increase annual membership dues by said sum to ensure our
fi ne club a healthy posterity. (Effective the new fi scal year this June 1). So will you kindly
please recall the sum you so eagerly paid last year, then take off your shoes, socks, and
bunion apparatus, and add $1 for each toe you can wiggle – (to all webfoots, the board
grants a corresponding discount) – so simple a great bargain! May I now direct your
attention to my Commodore’s campaign pledge to raise dues by $25, and suffer you to
gloat in my 15-toed defeat! Compounding further the dearth of bikinis and speedos
donned at so many occasions, the paucity of canoodling signifi cant-others, and a
forsaken effort toward Christmas Parade supremacy, I sigh deeply to accept that such
inadequacy of achievement offers sure cause to discharge yours truly as reigning master
of our good ship OSC. I now remind you that New Offi cer Napkin Nominations elections
are right at hand! (See calendar). Perhaps there and then you may fi nd another
candidate more qualifi ed and/or aesthetically pleasing and/or easily seduced than I, pray
Our Creator! Until then and ever thereafter, I lift my frothy mug to toast the blessings you
increasingly bestow me, wishing you fresh breezes in daylight, and red skies at night!!

Your Commodore,

Tim Fischer

See our Website at: www.ocalasailingclub.org
2019-20
OSC OFFICERS
Commodore:
Tim Fischer
Vice Commodore:
Bob Hay
Treasurer:
Jan Cole
Secretary:
Lisa Edens

or also see us on www.facebook.com/Ocala-Sailing-Club

Webmaster: Jan Schumacher janoschumacher@aol.com
Racing Commodore: James Edens jledens@gmail.com
Newsletter: Art Twitchell artmai2@gmail.com

⛵ ☘ MARCH 2020 EVENTS ☘ ⛵
Mar. 5th (Thur) Buccaneer Night • 6:30 PM / Pho Saigon / Oxford
Napkin Nominations. x x x x x
Mar. 7th (Sat) Cruise on Lake Weir • 11 AM / Hope Ramp Sunset Harbor
Mar. 19th (Thurs) Potluck Dinner • 6:30 PM / Twitchell’s / Ocklawaha
Mar. 15th (Sun) Spring Rum Race #2 • 11:30 AM / Sims’ Beach
Mar. 28th-29th (Sat & Sun) Mount Dora 67th Regatta / Mount Dora
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TREASURER’S REPORT

FOR THE MARCH 2020 NEWSLETTER

Treasurer’s Report from February 2020
Beginning Balance 2/1/20

$1718.69

Deposit 2/18/20 50/50 Raffle ($30), donations ($35),
Rum Race entries ($25), Membership dues ($75)
Ending Balance 2/29/20

165.00
$1883.69

Respectfully
submitted,

Jan Cole
Treasurer

SECRETARY’S REPORT

FOR THE MARCH 2020 NEWSLETTER

Minutes of February Potluck Meeting February 15, 2020
The mee&ng was headed up by our trusty commodore, Tim Fischer. There
were 17 in a,endance for an a1ernoon mee3ng at the home of Lisa & Jim
Edens in Gainesville and a big Thank You was extended to the hosts.
Treasurer’s report was given by Jan Cole, ending balance for January was
$1718.69.
Old Business: Progress was made on the Sims dock recently when a group of
members showed up for an impromptu workday. The new boards were put
on the supports, and more parts are being ordered. We will get together
again soon when the rest of the parts come in.
New Business: It was decided by the board to raise the membership dues
for this coming year by $10. That will make it $60 for an individual
membership and $85 for a family membership. This was a carefully thought
out decision, as we need to build up the reserves for the future. It was
proposed by a member to change the format and make all memberships $75,
not dis3nguishing between individual or family memberships. This will be
considered in the future, but not this year. Our rega?a is coming up soon in
April, and prepara3ons are under way. Tim will be heading up a meal
commi,ee, if there are any volunteers for either making food or helping the
day of the event, please contact Tim Fischer. The dates of the rega?a are
April 18 and 19. We already have a few members willing to help, but will
need many more. We will hold a commi,ee mee3ng soon.

Respectfully
submitted,

Lisa Edens
Secretary

There was a bit of reminiscing over Tim’s rules he gave us for becoming
commodore, and we need to work towards fulﬁlling them all. For an excerpt
from Tim’s running plaTorm, please visit the April newsle,er from 2019.
Dates to remember: Trans-Monroe Race is 2/29/20. March Buccaneer
night is 3/5 at Pho Saigon in Oxford. March Potluck will be 3/19 at the
Twitchell’s. Lake Harris cruise has been changed to Lake Weir cruise, date
and details coming soon!
50/50 raﬄe was won by Tim Fischer, who generously donated all winnings
to the club. Thanks, Tim!
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OSC Potluck Dinner Meeting

February 15, 2020

The 17 members there discussed much including the upcoming April Regatta. Tim is to head up a
committee to get volunteers for the preparation of the regatta dinner. Please give Tim a call to help!

( Photos by Bob Hay )
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February Buccaneer’s Night Review
“Brased Onion”
Good Food ….. Lots of Conversation!
Feb 9th, 2020
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( Photos taken by Lynn Sims )

The evening started out with a bang—or maybe a nicker—as Art had to forgo
his photography duties and chase horses and a goat at home. Lynn
graciously filled in as she photographed our unusually small crowd—maybe
due to the high winds that evening? This is the second year we’ve dined at
the Onion and everything went very smoothly with everyone enjoying their
dinner choices. The beef stroganoff was repeatedly ordered—thus the photo
of it here. We warmly welcomed a new member and his son, Greg and
Wesley Hubbard, both to our table and the club. He has a most interesting
story about how he acquired his boat so ask him about it next time you see
him. They are already becoming familiar faces and it’s great to see another
generation getting involved. It was a wonderful evening of good food and lots
of conversation.
( Comments by Lyndee Nelms )
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Our next Upcoming
Buccaneer Night
March 5th, 2020
Thursday @ 6:30 pm
will be at

Pho Sai Gon
11717 US-301
Oxford, FL 34484
352-492-9423

We will be having our Napkin Nominations at this event !

March Birthday ☘ ☘ ☘
⚓

Lou Archibald
Michael Ellis

☘
☘

3/8
3/24

⚓
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It has begun … Not too late … to join in !!
Spring Series / Rum #1 / Started Feb 16th (Sunday)
If you haven’t sailed in the Rum Races
you are really missing out !
The skippers fee is $5 and crewing is free
and that is for the entire spring season.
It is a great time to crew
if you have no boat.
In case you didn’t know .… The $5
lets the Skippers draw on the the big bottle
raffle ! And again… This spring, First,
Second & Third Place boats also will get
Rum Trophies as shown on the right. ⚓ ⚓
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On a clear day in February, the first of the spring Rum Races occurred. It was well attended by our
members. Of course we met on Sim’s Beach Saturday morning to launch our fleet. Among the prerace highlights were the inspection of the progress on Ed’s new dock. The floats, frame and decking on
the main dock were in place - it was impressive. We got a chance to welcome two new members to the
club - Greg and son Wesley. They were rigging the family’s Prindle 16 catamaran. Greg had fond
memories of sailing the boat with his father, and is passing those memories along to his son after
reacquiring the same sailboat he had in his youth.
The Rum Races were run in Sunset Harbor on a typical course set up by Mark and Bobbie Ciraco, who
served both as our safety crew and photographers. Also in attendance were Skip and Lou Archibald
who viewed the races from their pontoon boat. Ed reviewed the race rules and course for us and we
launched our boats with the encouragement of Roger Roddy who was under the weather, but wanted to
see us off.
With shifting and fading winds, we were able to run the first two races twice around the marks. As the
winds faded and the times lengthened, the third race was modified to a race around the mark to the
beach. We reassembled our crew back on the Sim’s porch and enjoyed refreshments as we swapped
stories about the races while we awaited the tabulated results from Lynn. The post-race dinner was at
Little Joey’s Italian Restaurant. ( Comments by Jeff Sabri ) NEXT : RUM RACE #2 IS MARCH 15TH

( Thanks to Mark Ciraco for photos on the water and Lisa Edens for photos on the porch )
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⚓

2020 OSC Spring Rum Race #1 Race Day Points & Final Results.

3

4

5

6

7

1

( Race Results by Lynn Sims )

Lake Weir, FL

Dockbuilding:
February 9th a group of volunteers from the club pulled their talents
together to assist Ed Sims in his dock restoration project.
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There were a lot of impromptu
volunteers that turned out and
enthusiastically helped Ed achieve his
well thought out initial plan of his dock
project / phase 1. We started around
noon and finished this phase around 4
pm. We enjoyed retiring to the porch
for some well deserved toasts of good
cheer. Lynn had on the ready some
fine refreshments and an ample supply
of Yuengling !! Since then, volunteers
returned to put on the top boards ……..

Page 12

⚓⚓

Miscellaneous ⚓⚓

OSC Miscellaneous Sailboat arrivals
Below on the left …approaching on the
horizon, please note:
Bob Hay’s new MONTGOMERY!
On the right top: Greg & Wesley Hubbard,
new members, sailing their PRINDLE!
On the bottom right: Ross and Amber
doing trials on Ed Sims’ new PRECISION!
They will be very excited to tell you all the
details when you see them at our next event.

This is Ed’s new
23’ Precision sail
boat which he is
entering into the
Tr a n s - M o n r o e
Race on 2/29/20.
It is predicted to
be very windy. ⚓.
Ask Ed about it !

( Photos by Bob Hay, Mark Ciraco and Ed Sims )
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Ocala Sailing Club 2020 (Jan-May) Calendar

☞
*

DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

Jan 9, 2020 / Thurs

Buccaneer Night 6:30 P

MAI Beer & Tapas / Ocala

Jan 18, 2020 / Sat

Bonfire Potluck Meeting 5P

Feb 6, 2020 / Thurs

Buccaneer Night 6:30 P

Feb 15, 2020 / Sat

Potluck Dinner Meeting 3P

Feb 16, 2020 / Sun

Spring Rum Race #1 11:30A

Feb 29, 2020 / Sat

Trans-Monroe Race

LMSA / Sanford

Mar 5, 2020 / Thurs

Buccaneer Night 6:30 P
OSC Napkin Nominations

Pho Saigon / Oxford

Mar 15, 2020 / Sun

Spring Rum Race #2 11:30A

Mar 19, 2020 / Thurs

Potluck Dinner Meeting 6:30P

Twitchell / Ocklawaha

Mar 28-29, 2020 / Sat-Sun

Mt. Dora Regatta

MDYC / Mt Dora

Apr 9, 2020 / Thurs

Buccaneer Night 6:30 P

Latinos Y Mas / Ocala

Apr 17, 2020 / Fri

Regatta Sail Practice /
Gator Joes 6:00P

Lake Weir

Apr 18-19, 2020 / Sat-Sun

15th Annual
Lake Weir Invitational
& Harpoon Nationals

Kiwanis Club Beach

Apr 23, 2020 / Thurs

Potluck Dinner Meeting 6:30P
OSC Officer Elections

Johnson & Linnartz / Ocklawaha

Apr 26, 2020 / Sun

Spring Rum Race #3 11:30A

May 2-3, 2020 / Sat-Sun

Mug Race

May 7, 2020 / Thurs

Buccaneer Night 6:30P

May 9, 2020 / Sat
Last Meeting of Season

OSC Officer Induction
Potluck Dinner Meeting 4:30P
Fun on the Lake 1-4P

May 13-17, 2020 / Wed-Sun

11th Annual Bone Island Regatta

Spring Series Awards to follow

Sim

Beach

Braised Onion / Ocala
Ede

/ Gainesville

Sim

Sim

Sim

Beach

Beach

Beach

Rudder Club / St J h
Little J e

Sim

River

/ Summerfield

Beach

Tampa/Sarasota start

(Sailboat Race to Key West)
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☞
*

CONSIDER …..
March 7,2020 / Sat Could be a Cruise on Lake Weir to a Restaurant day from Sims’ Beach

We have hats !
The Club has an inventory of hats … so members who have been
wanting them can now buy them for $15 each. One size fits all and
they have our logo on the front and “Ocala Sailing Club” on the back
as shown below. Contact Jan Cole to get them.

ALSO

The club has been looking into making an OSC Burgee available.
The only practical way is to take orders, due to the cost. If we can get
a minimum order of 12 items the burgees would be $32.50 each
OBRS Burgee (12” x 18”), a sample was sent around at the
Christmas Party and the Bonfire meeting:

Think about it and now that we know the cost of the burgees, we can see
if enough interest is there to proceed ordering. So far we have 4 members
interested. We need 9 more interested to process the order.
Members could advise us by contacting Treasurer Jan Cole by email
or at our next meeting to make your order request.
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Mount Dora 67th Annual Regatta / March 28/29 weekend

( This is the last page )

See you all at the Pho Sai Gon March 5th, 2020
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