
⛵   ⚓   JULY 2019 EVENTS  ⚓   ⛵
Thanks for a great Year!…

OSC is on Vacation till September
Be on the lookout for Evites in case our officers call for a special event..like: 

  

   July 11 (Thurs)  Buccaneer Dinner • 6:30 pm / World of Beer / Villages

    

2019-20                  
New OSC OFFICERS

Commodore:
Tim Fischer

Vice Commodore:
Bob Hay

Treasurer:
Jan Cole

Secretary:
Lisa Edens
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See our Website at: www.ocalasailingclub.org
or also see us on  www.facebook.com/Ocala-Sailing-Club

Webmaster: Jan Schumacher  janoschumacher@aol.com
Newsletter: Art Twitchell artmai2@gmail.com

2019 JULY NEWSLETTER

 Your Commodore,
Tim Fischer

OSC and Parks & Recreation 
Sail Day Event was June 6,2019“Roll — out — those — lazy  

  hazy  crazy  days of su-mmer ” 
… Sing it loud and bouncy, yo!

My heartiest salutations to you all, my dear friends.  As I recline in my naugahyde easy 
chair and monogrammed satin slippers, my well-stuffed meerschaum aglow, and of 
course a frothy mug of lager in hand (yes, it’s Tuesday morning), my thoughts turn to 
you all, my dear friends. (pause. puff. sip.)  I do hope you each are faring well in this 
salubrious season, and trust by now you have renewed your membership for another 
wonderful year aboard our good ship OSC.  And just in time for the club’s flurry of 
summer sailing events! NOT!! (pause. puff. slurp.)  Alas, the brisk climate, 
tempestuous winds and torrential currents of our beloved Lake Weir have relented, the 
racers are moved onto hard and sails stored away. (pause. gulp. puff.) Yet for those of 
us so inclined, a stout zephyr still blows often and steady enough for a pleasant spell of 
smooth sailing in all directions.  So keep watch for those blessed days and avail 
yourself accordingly!  Furthermore or instead, please come and join our few but certain 
social gatherings throughout these doldrums for a delightful distraction from the 
mundane. Stay tuned! (pause. BURP. Excuse me! puff.)  As I refill my mug (yes, it’s 
nearly noon), I am reminded how greatly doth our Creator filleth our common cup of 
friendship in each other. Cheers to you all for a happy July, with  … best wishes for 
fresh breezes in daylight, and red skies at night! 

PS - His honor, T.H.E. Admiral, OBRS, sends his highest regards for all ye who have 
kept your lips and/or feet wet in June. “All sheets to the wind”!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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mailto:janoschumacher@aol.com
mailto:artmai2@gmail.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT         FOR THE JULY 2019 NEWSLETTER

Treasurer’s Report from June  2019 

Beginning	Balance	6/1/19	 																																												$4322.15												

Check		Issued	6/7/19:	Chubb	Liability	Insurance	Policies				-1361.00	

Deposit	6/14/19:	Membership	Dues	 	 	 														300.00	

Ending	Balance		6/30/19																																																				$3261.15										

Respectfully  
submitted, 

Jan Cole 
Treasurer

SECRETARY’S REPORT      FOR THE JULY 2019 NEWSLETTER       
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Respectfully submitted, 
 Lisa Edens  
 Secretary 

There are no minutes as there was no meeting in 
June. We are on vacation until September. 



 

June Buccaneer’s Night / LA HACIENDA / Ocala / 6/6/2019
Muy Bueno !
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NEXT     
Ahoy Buccaneers!  

we are on vacation 
but we are meeting to dine on Thursday 

at  WORLD OF BEER 7/11/2019 • 6:30pm
     Spanish Springs  994 Alverez Ave. (352) 633-4787 

The Ocala Sailing Club had its June Buccaneer Night at LA HACIENDA 
in Ocala. This was our first unofficial Buccaneer Night of the 2019-2020 
sailing season while we are on summer vacation. We had 16 in attendance. 

Cindy Moore from Community Outreach & Development Coordinator for 
Arnette House gave a talk on their 2nd Annual Arnette House Regatta Boat 
Race. This is a different kind of regatta that will take place on Saturday, 
September 7, 2019 at Lake Weir from Carney Island Park. The contestants for 
this regatta have to make their own boats. The more unusual, the better. 



Ocala Sailing Club provided a sailing day for the Marion County 
Parks & Recreation Summer Fun Camp on Thursday June 6, 2019

We managed to have 8 sailboats and 3 pontoon boats gather at Kiwanis Beach to meet up with the 
20 campers and 4 counselors. The day turned out to be delightful with sun and good wind. We put 
out markers to sail around and everyone had a chance to get on board the boats of their choice 
several times around. Afterwards the campers played a game of Shark and Minnows in the water. 
Many thanks to all the sailors who donated their time and boats for this event: Ed & Lynn Sims, 
Wayne & Pat Birkenmeyer, Paul Straub, Bob Hay, Bob Cole, Herb Moore, Paul McGuckin, Roger 
Roddy, Mark and Harvey Morrissey and Art Twitchell. 
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What a great day and wonderful event sailing those campers around !  
                      Thanks to all who helped                         Page 8



Kayaking on the Rainbow River 
June 11th

Tip of Art’s kayak

Bob & Jan Cole in a double kayak



Mary Schneider  6/9   
Mark Ciraco      6/22  
Parris Straub       6/28  

☀ 

☀ 

Terry Davies      7/6  
Gloria Jaffes      7/8
Janice Ball         7/13 
Lori Guerrera     7/21
Juan Guerrera   7/21
Tim Fischer        7/22
Jan Cole            7/24      

SUMMER BIRTHDAYS 
JUNE                     JULY                  AUGUST

Lynn Sims              8/7
Sandra Harton       8/9
Bernie Linnartz      8/9
Wendy Richards    8/17
Jan Schumacher   8/18
Paul McGuckin      8/28
Kathy Olbekson     8/31 

☀ 

☀ 

Annually we do this kayaking paddle on the Rainbow River just after the final meeting of the season. This 
year again the tennis group that Jan & Bob belong to have joined in the fun. This year it might be more 
correct in saying we joined them as OSC only had two kayaks in the group from our membership; Bob & Jan 
Cole’s double kayak and Art Twitchell’s single kayak.In our group of 6, one of the group chose to do the run 
in paddle board. It was her first time and she did a remarkable job.



THE KEY WEST BONE ISLAND REGATTA… PART ONE  

By Jim Edens 

It all started with a couple of questions. What are you doing a week after the Mug Race? 
Want to race to Key West? With that, Ocala Sailing Club members Ed Sims, John Hult, 
Paul Straub, and Jim Edens were scheduled to sail the Bone Island Regatta. Originally 
scheduled with a choice of starting locations, Tampa Bay or Sarasota, the race 
destination was Key West. As things turned out, the Tampa Bay Start was combined with 
the Sarasota start due to the few number of boats opting for the Tampa start. After the 
Tampa start was scuttled, the race committee declared a single start in Sarasota on 
Wednesday, May 15 with the starting time to be determined. A mandatory skipper’s 
meeting was scheduled at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron on Tuesday May 14, making 
the start location change was a perfectly reasonable schedule modification for the OSC 
team since the change consolidated most of the race activities to a single location. 
Unfortunately, it was short-lived. 

While these decisions were being made, evidently the Big Sarasota Pass was becoming 
a problem for navigation due to accumulation of sand in the pass. In light of this, the race 
committee changed the start to Venice. However, the skipper’s meeting was still 
scheduled for Sarasota, which added some complications and travel to the OSC 
schedule. Since we couldn’t enter Sarasota Pass, we traveled straight to Venice and 
Ubered to Sarasota for the skipper’s meeting. Fortunately, the race wasn’t scheduled to 
start until noon.  

Entering the narrow passage at Venice proved mostly uneventful in spite of the on-shore 
wind and large rolling swells. There were a number of spectators along the channel 
entrance who cheered for us as we came in. Unbeknownst to us an earlier arrival reported 
came close to breaching in the channel, which is lined on both sides by rocks. Reportedly 
his keel was visible during his entrance and the look of fear was present on the crew’s 
faces. Fortunately, we didn’t suffer the same fate and the shoreline audience was 
impressed that such a maneuver wasn’t a required feature of entering the channel. Once 
we were docked and cleaned up in our best t-shirts (new), we boarded the Uber for the 
trip to Sarasota and the skippers meeting for check in and beer. 

It was an enjoyable evening meeting the other participants and snacking on pizza, but the 
OSC team made it an early night since it might be one of the last nights of decent sleep 
for a couple days. 

Race day dawned with very little wind, as predicted. For once there was hope that the 
forecast was wrong, but not today. We managed to get everything ready with a little time 
to spare in spite of the lack of significant wind. Even so when the sequence started the 
OSC team was able to be at the committee boat end of the starting line at exactly the 
gun. In fact, some of us were afraid we were over early, especially when the committee 
announce that there was a boat on the course side at the start, but it wasn’t us. 
Consequently, we were off on our first Bone Island Regatta with a good start and little 
wind. 
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THE KEY WEST BONE ISLAND REGATTA… PART TWO      By Ed Sims 

After one of the best starts we were able to hold our position as the wind gradually increased. 
The RHUMB LINE lay directly ahead and 158 nautical miles down course. The race was fairly straight 
forward as the hours and miles ticked by. The wind at this point had increased enough that we felt 
good about our race. Some of the boats had tacked early to the East and after 10 hours we found 
ourselves about 3 miles to the West of the course so a decision was made to tack also. This tack put 
us behind some of the boats we had been sailing ahead of, so now we had to sail fast enough to 
retake our position. 

When sailing long distance races, you lose sight of the other boats so you can only sail your race 
and hope you made the right decisions. Early on Thursday morning the wind died and we bobbed 
around until it picked up again. At which point we weren’t sure if we would make the 3PM finish time 
on Friday. 

The wind eventually filled in and we were moving again. Shortly after we noticed a storm forming to 
the southeast and decided to reduce sail area. The wind from the storm came on strong at around 20 
knots. Now we were moving a steady 8 knots and occasionally hitting 9 knots. Sunset fell for the 
second night as we were heading toward Smith Shoal light- the mark we had to leave to port. 

We entered the Northwest Channel approaching Key West. The wind was fairly on the nose as we 
sailed close-hauled and tacking up the channel. Sailing the NW Channel at night is always an 
adventure and very challenging. We crossed the finish line on Friday morning at 12:17:25 AM then 
found our berthing slip at Key West Bight Marina. It was time for a cocktail. I think we finally got to 
sleep around 3:00 AM… after the adrenaline wore off. 

The post-race festivities included a Friday morning breakfast at Pepe’s Restaurant, then evening 
Cocktails at the Sunset Tiki Bar. Saturday morning there was a great Brunch (mostly Bloody 
Mary’s) at the organizers house. Saturday night was dinner, drinks and trophy presentation at the 
Turtle Kraals Restaurant and Tower Bar. 

Sorry, no trophy for us as we finished 4th. We finished 10 minutes short of 3rd place and 
17 minutes short of 2nd. But had a terrific race anyway. 

Sunday morning at daylight we sailed to the Dry Tortugas which is about 70 miles West of Key West. 
We stayed until Tuesday evening snorkeling and exploring Fort Jefferson. 

We sailed directly from the Dry Tortugas to St. Petersburg and arrived at 9 PM on 
Wednesday night. 

Over all, it was a tremendous adventure and a lot of fun! I would definitely do it again. 
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 SPOT AND THE KEY WEST BONE ISLAND REGATTA  ….  PART 3   By John Hult 

One of the most ingenious aspects of the Regatta was the requirement by the Race 
Committee that all participants carry and use the SPOT. What is a SPOT? 
  
SPOT is a GPS tracking device that uses the Globalstar satellite network to 
provide text messaging and GPS tracking. It has a coverage area that includes a 
large portion of the planet, with the exception of extreme northern and southern 
latitudes and parts of the Pacific Ocean. 

What a fantastic revelation!  Not only for us as participants but also for family and 
friends that could track us and watch our movement the entire 36 hours that we 
were racing.  And as we continued to use it after the race when we journeyed out to 
the Tortugas and then home to St. Petersburg our family could track us from their cell 
phones and always know where we were. 

Paul Straub owns a SPOT and was the genius in coordinating its use with the Race 
Committee as well as giving the URL to our families.  SPOT is a small device that 
looks and is the size of an old flip cell phone.  When Paul turned it on and had it 
positioned correctly it had a constant flashing light that told us it was indeed sending 
out a signal.   

Of course as we raced down the coast our cell phones became useless 
communicators with the rest of the world but it was nice know and have confidence 
that we were being tracked. Little did we really know how fantastic this small tool 
really is. 

As we approached Key West and started picking up cell phone coverage I started to 
pick up photos that Jenai had sent me of our positions in relationship to the other 
boats during different times of the race.  These were Fantastic snapshots for us to 
see.   

However the best was yet to come!   

On Saturday morning we were invited to a “Bloody Mary Breakfast” at one of the 
organizers of the Race that has a home in Key West.  And there on the TV was the 
race in living color and in real time showing us and the other boats moving down the 
coast. Each boat was a different color and our names were attached to each boat! 
Privateer is the pink boat!  Such an Event!   

I would encourage any of you that has an interest to go to Bone Island Regatta – 
Kattack and you can watch the Race unfold and specifically Privateers position.  
Minute by minute.  Hour by hour.  It is truly amazing!  So different from the days when 
wives and loved ones had no idea where we were or how we were doing until we 
arrived in Key West and used a Pay Phone to call home – Collect!   

http://kws.kattack.com/GEPlayer/GMPosDisplay.aspx?FeedID=1803
http://kws.kattack.com/GEPlayer/GMPosDisplay.aspx?FeedID=1803
http://kws.kattack.com/GEPlayer/GMPosDisplay.aspx?FeedID=1803
http://kws.kattack.com/GEPlayer/GMPosDisplay.aspx?FeedID=1803
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SPOT

FLEET VIEW
Privateer is the pink boat

came in to finish forth
Good Going Privateer !
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Special Memo to Members:
Friendly reminder - member’s dues for 2019 -2020 season are due in June.

The 2018-2019 OSC Financial Report will be available on the “Members Only” 
menu of our Website.     Note FYI:  We ended the year with about $120 to the good.   

That’s running a tight ship !
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MISCELLENEOUS

  ⛵          ( This is the Last Page )        ⛵

Photos here by Jan Schumacher our OSC Webmaster / Be sure to check out our website frequently for great photos and info. 

Looking for an unusual Regatta to enter? 
September, Saturday 7th, 2019 at Lake Weir, Carney Island Park 
This will be a different kind of regatta ! 
2nd Annual Arnette House Regatta Boat Race 
….  This is for homemade boats only , The more unusual the better…… 
Cindy Moore, Community Outreach & Development Coordinator 
for Arnette House, came to our Buccaneer night on June 6th to explain. 


