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OCALA SAILING CLUB

NEWSLETTER
Commodore's Comments

JANUARY 2015

The Yule Tides drift aft under our hulls and our bows rise to the horizon of a Happy New Year !
As a club, although with no clubhouse or property to speak of, we have many blessing to celebrate.
Perhaps the freedom from that burden is the first on the list. Most assuredly our members,
diverse in age, skill and other facets share a vibrant fellowship. This is most obvious at the
gregarious glow that appears at our gatherings. That too is a blesssing and also our fabric.
The allure of sailing brings us together. Certainly not a clubhouse or even a marina. The
hope of commanding good seamanship, sharing or owning our own vessel and challenging
mother nature or the other crew that sails beside us in a regatta ... that is our quest.
We each get there on our own terms and to the degree that hopefully brings us a certain delight.
Our club which has flourished for 39 years, is the hub for this enterprise and we, the members,
are the recipients of these blessings because, as a matter of fact, we generate them.
We are the Club. Together, we create the calendar that ultimately directs our destiny and reinforces
our tradition to fruition.
So, as older members or newer members, it is my pleasure as commodore to welcome you on
board for another calendar year of social divining and sailing challenge under the traditional flag
of OSC or the whimsical burgee of OBRS.

OSC Officers
Commodore:
Art Twitchell
artmai2@gmail.com
Vice Commodore:
Charlene Johnson
ospreyrose5@gmail.com
Secretary:
Ross Martin
mart.11@live.com
Treasurer:
Jan Cole
jc4551@cox.net
Race Commodore:
Ken Renfro
k-renfro@cox.net

Your Commodore,

Art Twitchell
See our webpage at:

www.ocalasailingclub.org
January 8
January 17
January 18

2015 January Schedule
Buccaneer Night
Bonfire / Pot Luck
Dinner & Meeting
Rum Races #3 & #4
& Trophies

Lakis / 6:30 PM
Ed & Lynn Sims’ / 5:00 PM
( See Details Inside )
Sims’ Beach / 11:30 AM
( See Details Inside )
Page 1

TREASURER’S REPORT

JANUARY 2015

Treasurer’s Report – December 2014
Beginning Balance 12/1/14

$2862.70

Check issued 12/19/14
for Christmas Party expenses
Ending Balance 12/31/14

-121.27
$2741.43

Respectfully submitted,

Jan Cole

Treasurer

NEWS FROM THE RACING COMMODORE
Rum Race #1 & #2 are in the books and #3 was a washout.
FINISH ORDER TO DAT
DAT E
RACE #1
RACE #2
1st
Ed Sims
Ed Sims
2nd Paul Staub
Paul Straub
3rd
Charlene Johnson Art Twitchell
4th
Jim Edens
Ross Martin
5th
Art Twitchell
0
6th
Ross Martin
0

RACE #3
0
0
0
0
0
0

On January 18th at Sims Beach there will be two races.
The first race will be the third run and final race for the
prize drawing of the first series. The second race will be
the first race of the second series. At the end of the second race, prizes will be drawn for the fall
series. To be eligible for prizes you must register and donate $5 toward the prizes.
Everybody that registers will receive a poker chip. The better you place in the races the more
chips you earn. Everybody will get at least one chip, so anyone can win THE BIG PRIZE.
This is a fun racing series for our club. So come out and sail. Spectators too are welcome.
A special thanks to Ed and Lynn Sims for graciously hosting these races..
The January 18th second race is Rum Race # 4 and is the start of a new spring series of Rum Races.
It will be a series of three races. More poker chips and prizes will be awarded after the third race.
Food will be served at this Event

•

Food /11:30 AM; Race /12:00

• Please RSVP to the EVITE.

Yours Truly,

Ken Renfro

• Racing Commodore

• 256-810-7476 •

k-renfro@cox.net
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

JANUARY 2015

MINUTES OF THE OSC CHRISTMAS PARTY / DECEMBER 13, 2014
Hosted by Art & Mai Twitchell

There was no business meeting at this event. Below is a brief overview of the party.
6:30 PM Guests started to arrive with their potluck dinner items and presents if they
were participating in the Chinese Gift Exchange.
• The main dishes set out by the host was Smoked Hickory Ham and there
were also three coolers full of sodas, water and beer.
There was an abundance of luck in the pots brought by the guests.
• There were about 35 guests including recent new members: Herb Moore,
Amy Bonnett, Daniel, Juliane and Aristid Mendonca and John Cicio. Also
present were some Swedish guest and Terry and Beth Gassaway.
• Wayne and Pat Birkenmeyer created a lot of excitement by arriving in their
dazziling new 3 wheeled sports motorcycle in place of Santa and sleigh.
8:00 PM Art Twitchell called for the Chinese Gift Exchange to begin and turned the
rest of the evening over to Charlene Johnson who had vounteered to be
the facilitator of the event at the November OSC Business Meeting.
•The Chinese Gift Exchange was a lot of fun and went on for about an hour.
• There was no formal ending of the meeting, but the evening slowly melted
away and by 11 PM the party was over.

Respectfully submitted,

Ross Martin
Secretary
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Tom Barrett

Maiden Voyage

Lynn Barrett

December 28, 2014

Wants -n-Tides

On Lake Weir

OSC Annual Bonfire and Pot Luck Dinner Meeting
Saturday , January 17, 2015 at 5 PM / Hosted by Ed & Lynn Sims
It is an outside event so dress appropriately

Bring a dish to share, outdoor chairs and your libations
The Rum Races will be the next day (Sunday 18). You can
launch your sailboats Saturday, do some sailing practice
and leave them overnight on the beach for Sunday’s race.

Birthdays in January
Rock Schumacher
Merv Wescoat
Steve Jefress
Lisa Edens

January 13
January 21
January 22
January 27

Reminder . . . . . . . . . Donating old sails for Hatian Fishermen by Mark Ciraco
In a recent article in the Boat US magazine there was an article regarding
donating old sails to a group in Miami that sends the sails to Haiti. In Haiti
the fisherman who fish to feed their families use any type of material they
can get their hands on to make sails including bed sheets, flower sacks and
even plastic. Sails for Sustenance in Miami collects old sails and sends them
to Haiti where they are cut up and turned into sails for the fishing boats.
I think this is a worthwhile cause and I would like to see our members donate any extra sails
they have. I can ship the sails to Miami from my work place so there would not be any cost
to our members.
I would also like to see this information shared with the other clubs that may be unaware of
this program. www.sailsforsustenance.org is the website for the group.
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