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NEWSLETTER
June 2013

CALENDAR OF CLUB EVENTS!

!

Date/Time

Event

Location/Host

June 1, 2013 ~ 1:00 PM Sailing
4:00 PM Awards

OSC Oﬃcer Induction and
Pot Luck Dinner Meeting

Hosts: Lynn and Ed Sims ~ Sunset
Harbor, Lake Weir

June 16, 2013 @ 1:00 PM

Sunday Sailing at The Point

Lemon Point, Lake Weir

June 20, 2013 @ 6:30 PM

Buccaneer Night

Olive Garden, Ocala

June 21-23, 2013

Summer Sailstice

Lake Eustis Sailing Club
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COMMODORE’S COMMENTS
For my final commentary as Commodore of this
wonderful club I just want to say Thank You to my
unbelievably talented staff that have supported me and
guided me throughout this past year.
We had hoped to and indeed, have succeeded in,
providing for the club a great year of sailing and social
events that brought so many fine people together for a
bit of camaraderie and friendship that only sailing can
do.
So to Bob, Art, David, and Jan, I thank you again from
the bottom of my heart for you being there and doing
what was needed. And doing it all with “what fun”
attitudes and ear to ear smiles on your faces.
I urge everyone in the club to support and volunteer and
gather together when asked by your new officers. A lot
of meeting, planning, and time will be spent in trying to
provide you, the members, with another year of great
sailing adventures and fun. Show your appreciation by
participating in all that you can.
Your Past Commodore,

So to Art, Bob, Jan, and Kathy, good luck and good
sailing!
See you on the water . . .

!

John Hult
Aboard the Mayor

Sunday Sailing at The Point

Sunday, June 16, 2013 at 1:00 PM
Meet by boat at Lemon Point on Lake Weir
every 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM
for an a!ernoon of sailing and fun!
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FROM THE VICE COMMODORE
is being oﬀered free of charge and the job oﬀers
many benefits. Front row seats to the start and
finish of all sailing races, the power to determine if
the weather is suitable to go sailing, and being the
center of attention at the start of all our regattas. I
know this all sounds too good to be true!
Please consider applying for the position, no
experience is needed as on the job training is
provided. Training will start this summer in
preparation for this Falls sailing series.
The 2012-2013 seasons is over and we enjoyed many
activities including but not limited to sailing,
kayaking, scalloping, travel to regattas, and cursing
on nearby lakes. Our current Racing Commodore,
David Moring, will be giving up his position and we
want to thank him for all his help running our races
and regattas. His eﬀorts will be greatly missed in
the year to come.

Finally, a BIG Thank You to everyone who helped
make this one of our finest sailing seasons and
looking forward to doing it again during the
2013-2014 sailing season.
Wishing you good winds and great sailing.!

Bob Cole ~ Commodore of Vice

We need a volunteer who is not actively racing but
would still like to be involved in all the sailing
action. This is a highly paid position with a great
deal of visibility to all the local sailors. The training

Happy
Birthday!

Mark Ciraco
June 22

Lynn Barrett
June 2

Jack Mattheus
June 28

Clint Wilson
June 9

Parris Straub
June 28

ATTENTION!
There will be no Buccaneer Night or OSC Pot Luck Dinner Meeting in July!
HAPPY SUMMER!
OCALA SAILING CLUB, PO BOX 2191, OCALA, FL 34478!
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TREASURER’S REPORT
It has been fun and enlightening, being the treasurer Kathy Olbekson, our new treasurer, will be
of the club for the last 2 years. For learning the inner continuing the financial stewardship that will keep
workings of the organization, it is a good teacher.
our club afloat for the new cycle with a balance of
$2,612.04. In June, we will have our liability
Having been a relatively new member who joined to insurance bill due which is anticipated at $1105 and
enjoy the challenges of trying to improve my skills at some miscellaneous induction meeting expenses.
sailing and making new friends who shared the love
of water sports in general, I'd be the first to admit
that I wanted to keep an arms length from the
responsibility of being an oﬃcer. But one recognizes
that a club, like a sailboat, needs the structure of a
sound hull to keep it afloat, a sturdy mast with
maintained sails to channel the wind for forward
motion and a good hand on the tiller for setting a
good course. In this comparison, I felt comfortable
working on the hull, so's to speak likening it to the
duty of keeping the club afloat by managing the
money. It gave me first hand experience also at
seeing the nuts and bolts of the organization up
close.
Collecting the dues and seeing the membership take
shape is like watching the vibrancy of the wind fill
the sails. It was fun to work with the other oﬃcers
to try diﬀerent ideas for attracting new members
along with the other planning strategies for
traditional and new events in anticipation of
discussing them during upcoming meetings. And,
seeing them come to fruition.
It had also been a pleasure working with fine
individuals like Paul and John and to observe from
them good lessons on steering the group successfully
while they lead as commodores during that time. I
don't know exactly what I learned from them, but I
guess I will soon find out after the June 1st new
oﬃcer's induction.

So ..... don't forget to pay your renewal membership
dues and we will be well on our way for the 39th
consecutive year on beautiful Lake Weir and Sunset
Harbor.
!

!

Respectfully submitted,

!

!

Art Twitchell

!

!

Treasurer 2011-2013

What I am really underscoring is that I would really
encourage other members who have not considered
participating as oﬃcers to give it a whirl. It is very
rewarding to be a part of the team that has
continued to perpetuate this club to be so active on
Lake Weir and Sunset Harbor for 38 years.
The good news is that after 2 years we still have
money in the bank!
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES

I have really enjoyed being your Secretary this
year! You have ALL made it so very easy . . .
the Oﬃcer's have sent me such great and
timely input for the monthly newsletters and I
have received so many pictures and articles
from other members ~ Mark was "Walking on
Water", Ed and Art reported on our Sunday
Sails at The Point and sent me great reports
about the many Regatta's they have sailed in.
Other photo's were submitted throughout the
year for "What's Afloat?" . . . and of course,
we were treated throughout the year to Art's
infamous "Twitchell-Logs"!. This is YOUR
club and YOUR newsletter, so please send me
input and let me know what you would like to
see and read about in YOUR newsletter!

problems with sending your RSVP responses.
It seems to be working quite well and has
reduced the number of follow-up phone calls
that need to be made. Except to those of you
that still prefer that "personal touch", with a
reminder phone call from Jan Cole! Thanks,
Jan, for all of those reminder calls you have
made! I really appreciate your help in getting
the head counts for our Buccaneer Nights
restaurant reservations and monthly Pot Luck
Meetings.
Much thanks to David Moring for all of his
help in showing me "the ropes" on the OSC
Website ~ how to "keep it afloat" with updates
to the Event Calendar and notifications,
posting the Newsletters, and responding to
inquiries we receive about our club.
The Facebook Page and Group are gaining
exposure. We currently have 71 LIKES on the
Ocala Sailing Club Facebook Page and 20
members in our Facebook Group. A great way
to interact amongst ourselves, with other
sailors, and other Sailing Clubs. Join us on
Facebook ~ if you haven't already!
Thanks again for all of your input, ideas, and
suggestions ~ keep 'em coming! It's been a
great year . . . let's sail on to an even better
one!

Jan Schumacher

- Secretary

I hope you have enjoyed the new format for
the OSC Newsletter. And thanks for being so
receptive to the Evite e-mails . . . I know it is
something new to get used to. Please let me
know if you have any questions about it or
OCALA SAILING CLUB, PO BOX 2191, OCALA, FL 34478!
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OSC MEETING MINUTES ~ JUNE 1, 2013
Location: Ed and Lynn Sims’ Home ~ Sunset Harbor,
Lake Weir!

06/16/2013!
06/20/2013!
06/21-23/2013!

Sunday Sailing @ The Point
Buccaneer Night - Olive Garden, Ocala
Summer Sailstice - Lake Eustis

After a great afternoon of sailing, and a wonderful Pot
Luck dinner, Commodore, John Hult, brought the Annual There will be no Buccaneer Night or OSC Meeting in July.
Meeting to order.
Several of our sailors will be headed to Jamaica in July to
First order of business was a big THANKS to Ed and
join Ian Gibson and Rupert Bent in a Regatta in Kingston
Lynn Sims for hosting this event, once again, at their
Bay. Paul Straub presented some information about the
beautiful home in Sunset Harbor. Several guests joined us trip. Paul is planning to go, along with Ed Sims, John
and were introduced: Ross Martin ~ with his Hobie 16,
Hult, and David Moring. If anyone else is interested in
Rob Fiacco ~ new Sunfish sailor and friend of Ellie
going, please contact Paul, Ed, John, or David, for details.
Hancock’s, and Roxanne ~ friend of John Hult’s. Welcome
to all . . . so glad you joined us!
Art Twitchell discussed the idea of holding some
instructional classes at his home for members interested
Next order of business was the presentation of the annual in learning more about Race Committee duties or other
club awards. This years’ “Pat on the Back” Award was
sailing related subjects.
presented to Jan Schumacher and the “Outstanding Sailor
of the Year” award was presented to Paul Straub.
David Moring has resigned as our Racing Commodore so
Congratulations to both!
the position is currently open. Please let Art Twitchell or
Bob Cole know if you are interested in the position.
John Hult thanked the outgoing 2012-2013 Oﬃcer’s for
Training will be provided.
their service and presented them with beautifully
engraved rotating Globes as a gift of appreciation. Art
The sign-up sheet for the 2013-2014 monthly OSC
Twitchell thanked John Hult for his service as the
Meeting host volunteers was passed around. We are still in
2012-2013 Commodore and presented him with an
need of hosts for August, November, and December.
engraved Ship’s Wheel Clock. Thanks ~ a job well done
Please contact Jan Schumacher if interested.
by all!
An Activities Survey was distributed containing fun ideas
The 2013-2014 Oﬃcer Induction and Changing of the
for additional activities we can plan. Please choose 3
Guard proceeded with the induction of:
activities you would enjoy and your top 3 choices of
restaurants for our monthly Buccaneer Nights. E-mail Jan
Commodore!
!
Art Twitchell
Schumacher with your choices and additional ideas/
Vice Commodore!
Bob Cole
suggestions: janoschumacher@aol.com.
Secretary!
!
Jan Schumacher
Treasurer!
!
Kathy Olbekson
Art Twitchell mentioned that Jan Schumacher has some
ideas for OSC website improvement.
New Commodore, Art Twitchell, conducted the
remainder of the meeting and discussed upcoming events Bob Cole stated that there are some Sunfish Sailboats
and activities.
currently for sale. Contact Ed Sims for details.
The 50/50 Raﬄe resulted in Lynn Sims winning an OBRS
Burgee, Pat Birkenmeyer winning $36, and Ed Sims
winning an OSC hat. Congratulations to all!
New Treasurer, Kathy Olbekson, gave the Treasurer’s
Report. The OSC club accounts have a current balance of
$2,612.04. Membership renewal dues are currently due
and the annual Liability Insurance bill of $1,105 is due to
be paid in June.

No further business was discussed and the meeting was
adjourned.
!
Respectfully Submitted,

Jan Schumacher
Secretary

June activities include:
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2013 MUG RACE RECAP BY JOAN BERNAT

The Mug Race is billed as the "world’s longest
river race" for sailboats, and I haven't heard
anybody dispute that title.
It is sponsored by the Rudder Club of
Jacksonville, and has been a standard spectacle
for many years, 2013 was the 60th year and what
a spectacular race it was.
The race started Saturday May 4th, in windy,
rainy, wet weather. The course runs north for 38
½ miles on the St. Johns River to the Buckman
Bridge (I-295) just south of Jacksonville in
Orange Park.
The boats are divided into classes, and no
sailboat is allowed to have a mast higher than 44
feet because of the clearance of the bridges
along the route. This is not your normal race; it
starts out with the slow boats going first,
followed by the faster boats, and is called a
pursuit race.
Skippers meetings are a time to check everyone
out, 88 boats competing this year with a crew of
2 to 4 people.
Saturday morning, time to start, weather rainy,
damp, cold and choppy waters, it was going to
be a long day for sure, wind speeds average
between 18 and 30 knots, for a 38 mile race.
Hobies where out in force screaming past the
monohull boats, some made it to the finish line,
some did not. Out of the 80 plus boats that
started 60 finished.
Congratulations to Ed Sims and Crew, Paul
Straub, John Hult, and Art Twitchell, from the
Ocala Sailing Club for taking first place in the
monohull non-spinnaker class, a race that took
them 7 hours to complete!

Joan Bernat
OCALA SAILING CLUB, PO BOX 2191, OCALA, FL 34478!
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OFFICER INDUCTION

JUNE 1, 2013

“Pat on the Back” Award
Jan Schumacher

“Outstanding Sailor of The Year” Award
Paul Straub

Incoming Commodore, Art Twitchell
Outgoing Commodore, John Hult

Appreciation Gifts to Outgoing Officer’s
Bob Cole, Jan Schumacher,
Art Twitchell, & John Hult

Bob Cole, Jan Schumacher, Art Twitchell,
John Hult, and Paul Straub

Commodore Gift to John Hult

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL AWARD RECIPIENTS
and
THANKS TO THE 2012-2013 OFFICER’S FOR A JOB WELL DONE!

Ocala Sailing Club Website:
www.ocalasailingclub.org

OCALA SAILING CLUB, PO BOX 2191, OCALA, FL 34478!
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INDUCTION OF 2013-2014 OFFICER’S
COMMODORE ART TWITCHELL, VICE COMMODORE BOB COLE
SECRETARY JAN SCHUMACHER, & TREASURER KATHY OLBEKSON

2013-2014 Activities Survey
Please select 3 of the activities listed below that you would be most interested in participating in to assist
the incoming oﬃcers in planning for our new year:
1. Sail across Lake Harris, meet at a restaurant for great fun, and sail back.
2. Scalloping in Crystal River ~ Take a weekend trip to Crystal River/Homosassa for seasonal scalloping.
Members arrive in Crystal River on Friday afternoon. Saturday is spent catching scallops and then we
return to the hotel where they are prepared. Great fun! Usually several members provide power boats.
3. Cruise to Gator Joe’s ~ Sail to Gator Joe’s on Lake Weir for an afternoon/evening of food and fun.
4. Crescent Lake Visit
5. Rainbow Springs Kayak/Canoe Trip
6. Dinner and a Movie/Play Night
7. Hunter Sailboat Factory Tour in Alachua
8. St. Pete Boat Show
9. Motocycle Ride/Trip ~ For members with motorcycles.
10. Gulf of Mexico Fishing Trip ~ Leave out of Crystal River/Homosassa.
11. Cruise the Chain of Lakes ~ Launch power boats at Venetian Cove on Lake Harris and cruise through
the canals that connect the Chain of Lakes ~ Lake Harris, Lake Eustis, Lake Dora. Stop for lunch along
the way.
12. Craigcat Tour of the Chain of Lakes ~ Rent motorized catamaran’s with a guided tour through the canals
in the Chain of Lakes.
13. Juniper Springs Kayak/Canoe Trip
14. Hobie Cat Wave Demonstration in Orlando
Which top 3 restaurants would you like to go to for our monthly Buccaneer Nights and OBRS Meetings?
Please e-mail Jan Schumacher at janoschumacher@aol.com with your favorite 3 activity selections and
top 3 restaurant choices. Activities will be revealed in the September Newsletter!
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A MESSAGE FROM T.H.E. ADMIRAL

JUNE 1, 2013

Yachtstown, Nebraska 309871
June 1, 2013
To: Co-commodores of the Ocala Beer & Rafting Society:
It has come to the omnipotent and omniscience attention of T.H.E. Admiral that a flagrant case
of “OBRS Flag” insult occurred at a recent OBRS meeting. Failure to show proper honor and
dignity to the OBRS Flag crosses that fine line of Corinthian behavior which has few limitations.
This type of behavior does not mend well with the Noble Standards of the Ocala Beer and
Rafting Society. The opportunity to select first the OBRS Flag must always be done to show
honor, dignity and what Noble Corinthian Society is in pursuit of our frivolous activity while Beer
and other fermented beverages are consumed. These truly frivolous activities are suitable and
necessary functions, which this Noble Corinthian society steadfastly pursues. Further more, The
Gavel Award is an honorary acknowledgement of misdoings related to our frivolous activities and
should be awarded to those guilty of this type of behavior.
You are hereby instructed and commanded to continue your participation as members of the
OBRS, being more mindful to show dignity and honor towards the OBRS Flag and conducting
yourselves in a manner befitting true apostles of our Corinthian Creed. Please continue your
steadfast search for the next deserving recipients of this
distinguished award and honor them with it.
Yours in Corinthian revelry and licentiousness,
For T.H.E. Admiral,

Beer & Rafting Society International

Pontoon Boat For Sale!
We are selling the Party Hut, 26' pontoon boat by Tracker. It is 24
years old with a 2006 90 Mercury that is running perfectly since we
replaced the drive belt that had broken. That's why we couldn't run it
for the regatta when it was used as the Committee Boat!
We are told that the "bones" of it are solid; however, it does need to
have some of the doghouse side wood replaced and the seats look
pretty bad. It has served us and the club well over the years.
We are told that it is worth about $7,500 (it has an old trailer, too;
however, it needs some wood on the beds replaced!). We would be
happy to take oﬀers if anyone is interested!!
Skip & Lou Archibald ~ sarchib@aol.com

OCALA SAILING CLUB, PO BOX 2191, OCALA, FL 34478!
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OFFICER INDUCTION & AWARDS CEREMONY SAILING EVENT

JUNE 1, 2013

Needed!
Host Locations for OSC Pot Luck Dinner Meetings
August - 08/15/2013
November - 11/21/2013
December - Christmas Party
Please e-mail Jan Schumacher if interested in volunteering:
janoschumacher@aol.com
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JOIN US TO CELEBRATE
THE 13TH ANNUAL
SUMMER SAILSTICE!
The Lake Eustis Sailing Club cordially invites the members of The Sailing Club of Central Florida,
The Mt. Dora Yacht Club, The Lake Monroe Sailing Club, The Ocala Sailing Club, the Central Florida Yacht Club,
the Villages Sailing Club and the West Coast Trailer Sailing Squadron.
Club members are invited to join the 13th annual Summer Sailstice celebration of sailing on the weekend of
June 22th. Begun in 2001, Summer Sailstice was created as a holiday just for sailors and sailing to be celebrated
wherever you sail.
st

Go Sailing

We look forward to sailing and celebrating ‘With You’ the Summer Sailstice 2013!

OCALA SAILING CLUB, PO BOX 2191, OCALA, FL 34478!
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MISCELLANEOUS

OFFICERS

“HOPE” For Rain!

Commodore
Art Twitche$
artmai2@gmail.com
352-288-4955
Vice Commodore
Bob Cole
bob.cole4551@cox.net
352-895-9850
Secretary/Webmaster
Jan Schumacher
janoschumacher@aol.com
407-376-0253
Treasurer/Quartermaster
Kathy Olbekson
kolbek13@gmail.com
352-643-0105
Racing Commodore
Open

THANKS to the SPONSORS of the
2013 Lake Weir Invitational and Harpoon Nationals Regatta!
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