
 

Visiting Sailors to Jamaica 

 

The Royal Jamaica Yacht Club is honoured to receive sailors and executives from the Ocala                                  

Sailing Club and the Gulf Atlantic Yacht Club, both from Florida USA. 

This is a significant visit as it the first time for many years that two Sailing Clubs have paid an official visit 

to the Royal Jamaica Yacht Club. 

The Royal Jamaica Yacht Club is one of two sailing yacht clubs in Jamaica (the other being the Montego 

Bay Yacht Club) that promotes year round yacht racing. Both clubs have an expansive racing calendar 

involving several classes of sail boats. The various classes include: 

 Picos® - children/youth 

 J15s – youth, manned by 1 or 2 teenagers 

 J22s – 22ft long sailboats manned by a crew of adults. 

 Cruisers – sailboats over 27ft manned by a crew of adults. 

 

The Executive of the RJYC is expecting that this visit will encourage more visitors from other clubs based 

in the United States of America to visit, compete and share of their experiences with the Jamaican 

sailors. 

Due to migratory and economic pressure, competitive sailing has suffered a decline over the past thirty 

(30) years, yet we are hopeful that with the private sectors sponsorship and technical support from the 

International community we will be able to attract many more visitors and be able to host international 

events. We have a tremendous asset in Kingston Harbour. 

The Royal Jamaica Yacht Club believes that properly managed, our Regatta’s may far exceed the existing 

best known Caribbean Regattas, namely the St. Marteen’s Heineken Regatta and the Grenada Sailing 

Week. 

Accompanying the sailors will be Mr. Rupert Bent and Ian Gibson, local sailors who have made a name 

for Jamaica in the United States of America circuit. They have performed exceptionally well over the 

past few years, delivering the following results at the USA Harpoon National Championships: 2nd place in 

2010, and winning it in 2011 and 2012. In 2013 they came 2nd after 4 tie breakers. Their participation 

was made possible by sponsorship from Walkerswood, Caribbean Dreams, RAZZ Beer and Jamaica 

Broilers Ltd.  

 

Without a doubt, sailing is poised to add to Jamaica’s reputation for sport success.  


